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Counter-Strike: Global Offensive (pronounced
CS:GO) is a free-to-play multiplayerfirst-person
shooter video game developed by Valve
Corporation and published by Valve for Microsoft
Windows, PlayStation 4 and Xbox One. It is
Valve's second game on the Source engine after
the mod Team Fortress 2 and focuses on
terroristaction. The most recent update to the
game was released in December 2015. The game
was released for Windows, Xbox One, and
PlayStation 4 in the United States on June 24,
2012, and worldwide, except Russia, two days
later. It was made available as a free update for
all previously downloaded users on all supported
platforms. Counter-Strike contains large teams,
each composed of 12 to 16 players, and is the
only multiplayer first-person shooter game to
feature persistent weapons and ammunition. This
is a game which has spawned a large community,
with over 14 million copies of the game sold as of
March 2017. Counter-Strike is known for its fast-
paced gameplay, tense and strategic multiplayer
environments, and its level of realism, which sets
it apart from other games. Counter-Strike is a
popular choice for online gaming tournaments
and has become a mode of training in the U.S.
and U.K. for military and police forces. Counter-
Strike features an arsenal of approximately 120
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weapons, such as the AK-47 and the M4A1
carbine, which can be carried by the player or
picked up from the environment. Each weapon
has a magazine size of varying quantities, which,
if full, can be picked up to increase the player's
ammo capacity. Only one weapon per class,
assault rifle, sniper rifle, SMG, machine gun,
shotgun, grenade launcher, is allowed to be fired
at a time. Each weapon has an associated
acoustical noise when fired. The currently
equipped weapon can be displayed on the
minimap as a red crosshair. Certain weapons can
be equipped with accessories, such as silencers,
optical scopes, or under-barrel grenade
launchers. Counter-Strike is distinguished from
many other first-person shooters by the inclusion
of a variety of game modes, including team
deathmatch, hostage rescue, bombing, and
deathmatch. In team deathmatch, players on
teams fight against each other while trying to kill
the opposing team's player or players. If a player,
or a team, is killed, that player or team's time
runs down, and a given period of time is used up.
If the team time runs out or is finished,
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